May cdested As, 


I om going to begin ny discussion tuis morning witu a suort review of same 
facts micn I an sure we all recognize. Tne first of tnese is tie fact tuat in 
tna last two und one-uclf years we nave seen a concern for the stutus of educe- 
tion in america mica nus „b times come close to panice Tne reamn for tnis, of 
coursa, is ine appearance of siznificant scientific amisvenent in tne Soviet 
Union, This nas caused us, vory properly, te tuke — "long, nard look! at tne 
condition of our own education systen -nd to ask some searcning questions «8 
to my our om country soens to be legging behind in tue production of siniler 
ecneivancnt, 

Tno result nas been a review of education wnicn nus extended beyond just 
tne concern for science wid nas gone into every are. of personal nd intellec— 
tud development. We uuve become extremely critical of our objectives «nd owr 
netnods,«d we are engaged in tne process of making on inventory of our total 
oducational resources, a very inportant part of americas "educ.tional inven- 
tory"nas been the resource represented by time Church, One of the most impor- 
tant studies along this Line nus boen tne so-called "Rockefeller Report" on 
america . This report by a distinguished panel of educators nas tnis to say 
ebout tho involvement of tne Cnuren in tus total scheme of oducutiont 

"he formal education. systen offers only part of tae purposeful educa- 
tion that goes on in a society, Furily, cmreh, and school shere tne fundas 
mental responsibility for education," 

Here is rerognition by the best educators in tne lend thet should tne 
Chureh and the family default in tneir education. responsibility, the whole 
enterprise will be tregicully crippled, Tuis is no news to tuose of us who 
we involved in Christian Education, Tne Church is in a unique and important 
position because it involves itself on one nand in a formal educational pro= 
cess through the Sunday Couren School and even more com-renensively tarougn 
Ghureh-sponscred schocls und colleges of gener education, On tne otner nund 


tne Churen is supremely concerned with a quality of family life mich incorpo 
ates in itself and passes on to succeeding generations tne nighest values of 

tne Christian faith, This is the educational process wnich we sim up in tne 
phrase, "tna mwture und admonition of the Lord," 

At tne risk of underlining the obvious, let me smm_rise tnis tnought by 
saying tnat tne Cmon must continue to recognize its education. responsibility 
which is a responsibility to nurture tne total person within the totel comunity. 
Tet me make a furtner quotation from tus Rockefeller report wnieh I cited a 
moment ugo: 

"Tne most effective educational system can be defeated by social environ- 
nent that blunts or destroys aspiration, Tugro can be no striving for excel- 
once witnout models to inspire emilation.” 


Tuis nas some powerful suggestions and implications for Cnristiun education, 


Against tuis buckground, I would like to offer some suggestions us to tae 
role of tne Churcn-related college in tne total educutiondl scheme, Parentuot~ 
ically, I snould say tnut uere is un area in wich tuere nas been much soul 
Sourcning over tae lust few years, Witn the now cudLlenges facing education 
in terme of rising enrollments and tne renewed sense of urgency in every phase 
of acudende life, tne Cnurcn-related college nas been forced to ask itself just 
wnat it considers its unique function to be. It is no longer sufficient to be 
Just one more educational opportunity in competition with similar opportunities 
in public education, We are faced witn tue task of becoming Christian academic 
institutions in tae best ami fullest sense of tue word, Otuerwise tne Omarcn= 
related, liberl-rts college according to the trditional pattern nus lost its 
Yoason for being ani if it loses its reason for being, its days are mumbered, 

I shall try to describe a Christi:n acatenic institution in tems of three 
cnaracteristics. As I do tais, it snould be remembered that tnese are ideals. 
I nave no wisn to imply tnet my om institution, or ny simller institrtion 


nas actUally acueived taen, but they ure our objectives. also, tnese «re 
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objectives micn can and ougut to be acusived not only on our Gauren-related 
college caupuses, but also merever tne Cauren is at work in tne academic world, 
‘ese ought to be tue objectives of our denomination. foundations at work in 


tne public universitios and colleges, 


Tne first of tnese ideuls or cumracteristics I nave identified as "Learning 


mitn a purpose", 
Tne topic mien you nave given me, "Cnuren end College Helping Youta to 


find its Place in tne Modem World", nas sone interesting suggestions lying, 
one nignt most suy "lurking" beneutn its surface, One suon suggestion is 
tnat youth nus lost its goal or nas somenow nad its purposes obscured, Tnis 
is correct, Young people are groping for lost aims, Yet in tnis, as in tue 
rest of their patterns, tney simply reflect wnat 4s nappening witnin tne 
larger commnity, The difference is tnut the young people Imow taut they are 
Jost wid tnoy are worried abouts” thoy are crying out for wins and values, 
The tragedy of so mica of tue rest of our socioty is taat poople are lost and 
Purposeless and never recognise tue fact until it is too lute, ‘Tnoy nuve be- 
come content witu false or, ~t best, secondury values, Pnysicel security for 
toe time being, un illusory peace of mind meu ignores cruciul world ismes, 
and a passion for personal status not necessarily bused on ucusivenent, are 
tue values wuicn the commmity nolds out in place of tue ultimtes, Tno di- 
lema of niguer education itself is a case in point, We nve mde tne college 
degree an accolude of merit not in terms of tne intellectual cueivenent mièn 
át ougnt to symbolize but in tems of tue prestige muicn it attracts, In tus 
‘Lignt of tais it is mall wonder taat sone students cuoose to meat taeir way 
turougn college, 

Wo noed to reinterpret honor not in tems of muet otuer people tuink of us, 
but in terns of wuat God tuinks of us, We need to point our study tnen, not at 
simply receiving a degree, but in becoming  purticul.r kind of person, We must 


erticulute for our young men nd women a sound Caristian doctrine of vocation 
based on tne stewardsnip of talents mien God nas given tnem. 

“learning with a purpose", tuen rejects tne false values of material 
welt and status and replaces tuen wita a genuine, ultinute value, Students 
are encouraged to inventory their interests and talents realistically, to devel- 
op thon to tne greatest extent, be they small or greut, .nd to employ tnem at 
tua point of macimm service to tueir fellow-men, Tuere is no greater tragedy 
taan to see a young man mo would be an outstanding nigh-scnocl science teacner 
exhausting ninself to become only a mediocre paysician, simply because tne 
paysician is more higuly respected in ais comamity tnan is tne teacnere 


Tne second ideal cuwracteristic of a Christian academic institution is 


whut I would call "Gommnity with a focus", 


Humn beings are comunity creatures, Ne were meent to Live togetaer in 
u community relationship, The earliest social wrareness of tno young child is 
that he is an inportant person in tne hone community. ‘his leuds us to tue 
proposition that it is only in our comunity relutionsnip witn otnor hunan 
boings uround us tnat me recognise mno we are. One of ine nost inportant as- 
pects of educution nas «brays been training for responsible citisensnip in 
ull levale of ‘comminity life, fron tae simple comity of tne nome to tao 
complex nutionel and world commmities, Particularly ao Cnristins we tuink 
of introducing young people to tne life of tne Caristin comity. 

Whenever wa taink abóut questions of citisensnip upd trainigg for. comm~- 
ity rusponsibility, we inevitably come up against tae pfoblens,of freedom and 
wutnority, So often for tne young people in 11 of our communities, "citizen- 
ship" nas been synonymous witn “obedience, ‘Ih revolt against tais, we nave à 
generution wicn makes "freedom" synonymous wita "License", ‘The task of ed- 
Ucation end particularly of Christian education is to reconcile tae concepts 
of freedom und obedience, We must selp our youtn te learn tnat freedom can 


only be realized wuen we understand and obey tue conditions of freedom, 
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Freedom and obedience ure resolved in tne community wmicn nas sone focal 
point, some comen center of comitent, an audience listening to a great 
musician is on illustration of tne focussed comunity. We say that ne uus 
captivated nis audience, enturalled them: Literally neld tnan in tarall, 
Yusic-lover's are caugnt up in tais captivity, but it is an experience of freo- 
dom, In the experience of loving, «ll sense of boundness disuppecrs, We are 
glud to be wat we are, 

Alan Paton, mon we remember as tue mtnor of "Cry, tue Beloved Country" 
nas tnis to say about freedom und autnority in tne nome, and it serves us & 
model for comunity relationsnips „t any level: 

"Inat kind of a nome is it mere .21 are obedient and none are free; mere 
all ure free und none obedient? But tuere is a code of benuvior to be followed, 
an autuority to see tuat tue code is observed, an mthority to see tnat justice 
prevuils, ‘This is tue external solution of the problon of freedom nd order, 
But there is an intemal resolutiog also, For mere autnority is tno autnority 
of love, tao conflict between freedom and order is resolved," 

If witain tne commmity, tue rol-tionsnip is « rel.tionsnip of love, tuen 
we nove freely witain its order, The community literally becomes our life, 
Witnin tue Gustden comunity tne focus is Jesus Curist „nd in c.ptivity to 
nis love we ure released into tue full revlization of freedom, Tuis again is 
un ideal, but it is not « platitudo; and if we are ever to bring our youtu, el tuor 
in our congregations or our colleges te any underst.nding of tne democratic idoul, 
we must pl.co tue worsuip of God at tue very center. It meus demonstrating 


on every occasion, tue suprene worin of Jesus Carist. 


The taird ideal toward wulen any Caristian scnool mst direct itself is 


Excellence witn a model. 
any education micu is morty of tue nane is directed toward tue ucueivement 
of excellence, Plato defined educ.tien a "tnat training in excellence from youtu 


upwards mien makes a min passionately desire to be a perfect citizen." 
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ug 
Education generally nus awakened to tue new roclisution tnat in scudemic Life, 
notuing less tum excellence will suffice, But uers agin we are tragically 
pendized by tue standards tne commmity nas set. We live in tue „ge of mass 
production, mere the entire economy is besed on a mass market for tue mediocre, 
To be sure, tnis makes aviluble to us conveniences of fdr quality and modest 
cost, but tue mss mrket cannot tolerate excellence, 

Wita regard to tne tnings we buy and sell, the bargain is not a bud ona, 
but men we carry tue principle of nediccrity over into commity life, tue 
burgin is a ruinous one in tems of mannood .nd wonmucod, Wam tae level of 
benavior is "mat tas majority does and men the mesure of scasivement is 
tao class or commmity average we aro tragic ly pen„lizedę and yet, these 
are tid Btunderds waich so many yoimg people bring to tac c.mpus, 

any school mien adopts tue puilosopy of. tne nass nerket will inevitably ` 
fuil of ite purpose, because tuere can be no compromise wita excellence, Tne 
standards of truta wiicn make science possible, permit ne compromise, ‘The nim 
tory of mankind is not a record of compromises wita mediocrity; it is tne 

story of great decisions fuced by ben and women who put «vorig. stendrda 
benind tnem and cuose tne excellences of freedom and love und justice, 

Excellence, nowever, needs a model, an ubsolute point of aim, In tne 
Guristicn school tnis model is tne person of Jesus Christ, He is excellence 
and ne comnnds excellence, He Imex und served tus absolutes and ne tengnt 
tuom end tnut teacuing is tue door of 11 truth, 


‘nese are tue ideals and tney ure still beyond usy but tney need to be 
tne torust of our educational ministry to youtne We must nold out to tnem 
tne ideala of learning witn a purpose, community mith a focus, and excellence 
wiin a model, 


